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The intelligence organizations of the Departments of State, the
Army, the Navy, the Air Force, and the JToint Staff participated
with the Central Intelligence Agency in producing the section of
this estimate covering Direct Military Attack (paragraphs 1-12).
The section on Clandestine Attack with Weapons of Mass De-
struction (paragraphs 13-33) is based on NIE-31, published

4 September 1951, The section on Subversive Operations, Sabo-
tage, and Civil Disturbances (paragraphs 34-44) was prepared
by and has the approval of the Interdepartmental Intelligence
Conference,

The members of the Intelligence Advisory Committee concurred
in this estimate on 10 September 1951,




SOVIET CAPABILITIES FOR A SURPRISE ATTACK
ON THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES BEFORE
JULY 1952

THE PROBLEM

To estimate Soviet capabilities for weakening, disrupt-
ing or destroying the war potential of the United States by a
surprise attack against the Continental United States before
July 1952,

ASSUMPTIONS
For the purpose of this estimate it is assumed that:

a. A Soviet surprise attack on the US would be de-
signed to cause the maximum possible reduction in
the capability of the US to wape offensive war.

b. The scale and nature of the Soviet effort against
the US would not be significantly affected by possible
simultaneous Soviet military campaigns in other
areas,

¢. The USSR would not avoid employing any weapon
and tactic because of US capabilities for retaliation
in kind.




DISCUSSION

DIRECT MILITARY ATTACK -

Air Attack

1. Atomic bombardment with long-range aircraft is the most
- effective among the various types of potential surprise air
operations against the US within Soviet capabilities during the
period considered in this estimate,

2. Other possible types of surprise air attack, such as con-
ventional bombing with high explosives, guided missiles launched
from Soviet-controlled territory and the employment of free
balloons will not constitute a serious threat during the period

of this estimate, Although chemical and biological weapons
might be delivered by long-range aircraft, these Wweapons are
better suited to clandestine or sabotage attack, It is considered
unlikely that the USSR will possess a hydrogen bomb during

the period of this estimate,

Long Range Bombardment

J. The TU-4 is the only Soviet bomber in operational use known
to be capable of reaching the US with an atomic bomb from
present Soviet bases, Considering present estimates of pro-
duction and present TO & E strength of about 600-700 TU-4
type aireraft, it is estimated that approximately 1,000 TU-4's
will be in units by mid-1952, Although the Soviets have dig-
played a new bomber, little is known about this aircraft, and

it is unlikely that it will appear in operational numbers by
mid-1952,




Range of Missions

4. It is believed that operations of Soviet Long Ranpe Awiation
would include night and bad weather missions, The following
long-range operations could probably be carried out with TU-4
aircraft carrying a bomb load of 10,000 pounds:

4. One-way missions, from potential staging bases in
northeast Siberia and from bases in the Murmansk and
Baltic areas, could reach any important target in the US,
There is no evidence that the Soviets have in fact
developed aerial refueling techniques, However, one
aerial refueling would extend the range of a one-way
mission and enable Soviet planes to reach any important
target in the US even from interior launching bases.

b, Two-way missions from Velkal (in Eastern Siberia)
could be carried out against the small segment of the
US northwest of Seattle, One aerial refueling would
extend this radius to include an arc passing through
Los Angeles, Denver, and Minneapolis. Two aerial re-
fuelings would extend this radius to include an are run-
ning from Galveston to Cape May.

Combat Crew Proficiency

5. Soviet Long Range Aviation has no background of eombat ex-
perience such as that acquired by the UK and the US strategic
air forces during World War II, An intensive training program
Lo overcome weaknesses in long-range navigation, instrument
and high altitude flying, and electronics techniques has been
under way for some time. Soviet crews could be assisted by
planted navigational aids and, if they were successful in gaining
tactical surprise, could use US radio and other navigational aids
to facilitate navigation, target location, and bomb aiming, Al-
though it is estimated that Soviet blind bombing equipment and




all-weather flying capabilities are not up to US standards, it is
believed that Soviet combat ¢crew proficiency and equipment
performance are such as to permit an attempt by the USSR to
carry out strategic air attacks against the US,

Aftomie Attack
6. The limiting factor in the scale of atomic attack would be
the stockpile of bombs avallable to the USSH for use against
the U5, The atomic stockpile for 1951 and 1952 has been esti-
mated as follows:

Mid-1951 45
Mid-1952 100

The above stockpile figures must be considered as uncertain
for the following reasons:

{1) The number and/or size of the production
facilities postulated in this estimate may be in-
correct. The minimum program, which is not
inconsistent with the information available, would
provide a stockpilg-of about one-half the number
of weapons shown in the table) On the other hand,
from the information available at the present time,
the possibility that additional or expanded pro-
duction facilities will he constructed during the
period under consideration cannot be precluded.

(2} The type of weapon postulated for caleulating
the stockpile fipures may be incorrect, It is
possible by changing the weapon design to sub-
stantially increase or decrease the number of
weapons in the stockpile, given a certain quantity
of fissionable material. Such changes, however,
alter the kilotonnage vield of the individual
weapons accordingly,




Atomic weapons available to the USSR during the periu:i of this
estimate can be expected to develop from 30 to 70 kilotons THNT
explosive power, Their weight would probably be between two
and five tons; diameter three to five feet; and length four and a
half to seven and a half feet (if a non-ballistic case iz used, the
length is the same as the diameter). The possession of aireraft,
trained crews, and base facilities would permit an attempt by
the USSR to deliver against the US the full stockpile of atomic
bombs that will be available in the period covered by this esti-
mate,

Airborne and Amphibious Attack

%

7. The USSR will not be capable of launching an invasion of the
US by mid=1932, However, during the period of this estimate
the USSR will have limited airborne and even more limited
amphibious capabilities for attack against the US,

8. It is estimated that the USSR would be capable of seizing
selected areas, including airfields, in western Alaska and the
Aleutians by amphibious, airbarne, or combined airborne-
amphibious operations, Approximately 4,000 airborne and
6,000 seaborne forces might be employed in initial attacks,

9. Because of the problems of resupply, the distances involved,
the deficiencies of the Soviet surface fleet, and the lack of
adequate routes leading out from probable objective areas,
large-scale Soviet amphibious and/or airborne operations
against the Alaska Peninsula, Fairbanks-Anchorape area or
easlern Alaska are believed impracticable, However, the
seizure and retention of areas in western Alaska, specifically
of the Seward Peninsula or adjoining areas or parts of the
Aleutian Islands is within Soviet capabilities, I is also within
Soviet capabilities to execute harassing raids, employing
surface lift, airlift, or submarines against Alaska.




10, Airborne operations against the US, although considered
uhlikely, could take the form of attacks by specially trained
assault and sabotage teams against important and difficult
bombing targets,

Maval Attack
Surface Fleet

11, During the period under consideration, the capability of the
Soviet surface fleet and merchant marine for weakening, dis-
rupting, or destroying the war potential of the US by surprise
attack against the continental US will remain very limited.

d4. The Soviet coastal warfare force of minor combatant
vessels, while numerically large, is entirely unsuited
for a surprise transoceanic attack,

b. Although the heavier Soviet surface forces are being
strengthened at an appreciable rate in the form of new
long-range cruisers and destroyers, they lack the
requisite strength and vital carrier-borne air striking
power and support for any large-scale transoceanic
surprise attack, The USSR will be fotally lacking in
aircraft carriers during this period,

¢. The present character of the Soviet Merchant Marine,
a4 heterogeneous collection of vessels, many obsolescent,
and eritically lacking in tankers, largely precludes the
possibility of its employment in any large-scale trans-
oceanic surprise attack

d. The USSR presently lacks the advance base facilities
or mobile logistic support requisite for an attack against
the US. Any attempt to establish advanced bases in the
immediate future would eliminate the element of surprise,




Submarines
12. During the period up to July 1952, the USSR will have an
estimatled total of 370 submarines, of which 104 will be capable
of launching a direct attack against the US, The probable courses
of action of Soviet submarines are the following:

a, Aftacks on merchant shipping and naval vessels,

b. Offensive minelaying along shipping routes and in
the approaches to principal harbors,

¢, Landing of sabofeurs and agents.

d, Launching of guided missiles and rockets against
coastal targets,

e, 3mall-scale réiding or other diversicnary operations,

CLANDESTINE ATTACK WITH WEAPONS OF MASS I'J'ESTJH'.l.i\C.''I‘Ilf.'l'lﬂll""r

13. Clandestine attack?/ with atomic, chemical and biological
weapons®/ offers a high potential of effectiveness against a
limited number of targets, particularly when employed con-
currently with, or just prier to, the initiation of full-scale
hostililies,

1/ This section is a summary of MIE-31, which may be consulted

" for a more detailed discussion of this gsubject,

2/ For the purpose of this estimate, the term “clandestine attack”

~ does not include either surprise attack by undisguised military
forces or the employment of conventional sabotage,

3/ Only atomie, chemical and biological weapons have been dis-
cussed, since the state of development of other concelvable
weapons of mass destruction is such that thelr employment
during the period of this estimate is considered most unlikely.
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Clandestine Atomic Attack

14, The USSR is capable of clandestine delivery of atomic -
weapons by disguised aircraft, merchant ships and submarines,
smuggling, and guided missiles,

Disguised Aircraft -

15, Because of its resemblance to the US B-2%, the Soviet TU-4
could be disguised with US markings and employed in small )
numbers for clandestine atomic attacks on high priority targets,
The eapabilities of TU-4 aireraft discussed in connection with
overt air attack (paragraphs 3-5 above)} apply to clandestine
attack as well,

Merchant Ships

16. The USSR is capable of ufilizing merchant ships to deliver
atomic weapons into key US harbors, An atomic weapon could
be laid as an underwater mine or detonated in the hold of a ship,

17. Laying an atomic weapon as a mine would reguire encasing
the weapon in a watertight container and might also require
special laying equipment, The USSR is capable of meeting these
requirements as well as providing an accurate time-delay
mechanism to permit laying the weapon several days, weeks, or
months in advance of D-Day.

18, Detonation of an atomic weapon in the hold of a ship would
not involve any special engineering problems,

Smuggling

19. An atomic bomb, including the [issionable material, could
be broken down into relatively small components which could
be smuggled separately into the US, Unusual handling pre-
cautions would not be required and radiation detection would be




most improbable, Assembly of the bomb would present certain
difficulties but none of an insuperable character,

20, Although it would be theoretically possible to manufacture
clandestinely within the US all the components of an atomic
weapon with the exception of the fissionable material, it would
be difficult to procure and proeess the necessary material,

21, Under the ecover of diplomatic immunity, components for

an atomic bomb or, less probably, even an assembled bomb
could be consigned to Soviet diplomatic representatives in the
US as household effects or supplies without fear of official in-
spection by US authorities, In addition, no government agency

is specifically charged with the responsibility for observing the
off -lopading, processing, and disposition of such shipments, This
method would require the closely coordinated effort of several
individuals in the US to acquire the weapon and deliver it to the
target area,

22, It is feasible to smuggle an atomic bomb through Customs
as a commercial shipment, and many types of imports from the
Soviet Satellites could be used as a “cover” for such an aet,
Furthermore, the number of importing firms in the US is so
large that the appearance of a new firm or a change in the
imports of an old firm would not automatically arouse the
suspicion of the Customs authorities. Theoretically, there are
numerous methods by which the USSR could endeavor to cir-
cumvent thorough Customs inspection; however, they would
involve elaborate arrangements as well as the existence within
the US of an efficlent organization to esfablish dummy corpora-
tions, subvert employees of bonded carriers, ete, These re-
quirements greatly increase the risk of detection.

23, A more serious threat, well within Soviet capabilities is
the smuggling of an atomic bomb, especially if disassembled,
from a Soviet port into an isclated section of the U5, Such an




operation eould involve the transfer of a bomb from a Soviet-
controlled merchant vessel or submarine to a small boat which
would bring it ashore, Here it could be loaded into a truck for
assembly and subsequent delivery to the target area.

Guided Missiles -

24, It is estimated that the USSR has V-1 type missiles with
ranges of at least 100 miles which could be launched from
merchant ships or submarines. Such missiles could operate
al low altitudes and could have considerably better aceuracy
than the German operational missiles of World War 0. While
there is no conclusive evidence that the USSR has an atomic
warhead suitable for use in a ship-launched puided missile,
the construction of such a warhead is estimated to be within
2oviet capabilities.

Clandestine Chemical Warfare Attack

25. The Chemical Warfare (CW) agents most likely to be used
for clandestine attack are the G-series nerve gases, primarily
because of their extreme high toxicity, The USSR probably has
sufficient quantities of the G-series nerve gases (GA and GB)
for fairly extensive clandestine attacks,

26. Clandestine nerve gas attack is well suited for employment
against personnel in key installations when the objective is
immediate incapacitation of a high percentage of the personnel,
Nerve gas could be released within a building by means of an
aerosol bomb similar to those used for insecticides and equipped
with a time mechanism. It would also be feasible to atfack
buildings by spraying nerve gases in the vicinity,

27. The USSR could attempt to bring nerve gases into the US

by any of the methods of smuggling already discussed in con-
nection with elandestine atomic attack, viz,, diplomatic
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immunity, smuggling through Customs, or introduction at a
point outside Customs surveillance, In all instances, the
successful smuggling of nerve gas or of the complete aerosol ~
‘dispensers would be considerably easier than the smuggling

of atomic weapons. MNerve gas could be easily disguised as

one of any number of commergial exports from the Soviet orbit
or transmitted in a diplomatic pouch,

Clandestine Biological Warfare Attack

28. It is estimated that the USSR is capable of producing a
variety of BW agents in sufficient quantities for extensive
clandestine employment against man, animals, and plants,

29, Many types of BW agents are well suited for clandestine
attack, and could be employed by the USSR even well in advance
of D-Day as part of an over-all plan to impair the military
effectivensss of the US, In contrast to clandestine attack with
atomic and chemical weapons, clandestine employment of
certain BW agents would entail much less risk of identification
as enemy action,

a, Very small amounts of these agents would be required
initially. Such amounts would be almost impossible to
detect when being brought into this country under the
cover of diplomatic immunity or through smuggling
operations, In addition, it would not be difficult to have
some BW agents procured and culfured locally by a
trained bacteriologist,

b, The effects of BW agents are not apparent until hours
or days after dissemination,

¢, The results of many BW agents resemble nataral out-

breaks of disease, and it would be difficult to connect
elandestine employment of such agents with a hostile act.
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BW Attack Against Personnel

30, It is likely that the only anti-personncl BW agents which the
- USSR would employ prior to D-Day would be those causing
diseases common to the US, since the oulbreak of an unusual
disease would probably arouse suspicion as to its source. The
statistics of the Public Health Service on the incidence of
various diseases in the US are made public and undoubtedly are
known to the USSR,

31. In clandestine attack, it probably would not be feasible to
build up sufficient concentrations of BW agents to produce large
numbers of casualties in wrban areas, However, BW apents
could be employed clandestinely to incapacitate key individuals
and personnel in vital installations. Dissemination of some
airborne BW agents within a building probably would cause
casualties among a large portion of the personnel. Similar
results probably could be obtained from agents disseminated
outside of a building and carried into the building by air currents
soon afler dissemination,

BW Altack Against Livestock

32, In a clandestine attack against animals, foot and mouth
disease constitutes the most serious threat to this country,
The disease is highly contagious, and there is a relatively long
pericd during which an animal with this disease is eapable of
infecting other animals before the symptoms become apparent
to anyvone but an expert, Individual herds could easily be
attacked, but more widespread dissemination ecould be initiated
by infecting animals in “feeder” stockyards, Widespread out-
breaks of disease could also be brought about by contaminating
the anli-toxins, vaccines, and other biologicals manufactured
in the US for the inoculation of animals,
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